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that fountain of all wisdom, the Victoria and Albert Museum,
show us none of this gaiety. Excepting an occasional pair of
white Nankeen trousers, they are dignified to the point of sombre-
ness. We have also the example of Wyndham Lewis, whose
apparel featured a quiet richness and superlative cut, who would
have died rather than wear red-striped stockings, or a canary
waistcoat except in the hunting-field. But then it must never be
forgotten that Wyndham Lewis had the coal-fields of Glamorgan-
shire behind him, a castle in Wales, and a London house, while
Disraeli had nothing except bed and board at Bradenham, an
occasional few hundreds from a novel, and crushing debts.

It was impossible to overlook Wyndham Lewis, a landed
gentleman of Wales, a Deputy-Lieutenant, M.P. for Aldeburgh,
a rich man. Disraeli, a Jew, with no resources and no prospects
except such as he might attain by the exercise of his restless
genius spurred on by ambition, might quite well be overlooked
for the rest of his life. Therefore he took pains to make himself
conspicuous.

The determination to cut a figure in the world was at the root
of all his arrogance, affectation, and eccentricity of costume*
People might detest him, but at least they should not ignore him.
The couplet:

'* Cet animal est trls mfchant;
Quandon Fattaqne> Use dtfcnd?

might have been written especially for him.

In the new year of 1830 he was in the grip of an inspiration to
visit the East, and nothing should stop him, neither debts, nor
lack of money, nor the objections which at first his father raised,
There is no doubt that the resulting journey exerted a remarkable
influence on his career. The late Lord Curzon provides a modern
instance of a statesman who, as a young man, learned the East
at first hand in preparation for his future destiny. To Disraeli's
expedition we can trace the purchase of the Suez Canal shares,
and to Curzon's the Vice-Royalty of India. Moreover, Dis-
raeli's travels in the East saw the beginning of that Imperial
outlook which influenced his policy when he became Prime
Minister.

At the time when the plan first came into his mind the lure
of the East arose mainly from its alleged grandeur, and the fact
that in the East his race was cradled. Beyond that its sun and
colour, its beauty and barbarism, its intrigue and cruelty were
such as to appeal to his nature. Solomon brought gold and ivory